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Asit was now getting dark, and the wind rising fast, I thought
1t best to lose no time in getting on board again ; for though I
was very sorry to leave the place without visiting all the islands
of the group, vet I did not wish to be left there a month or
more, and the weather looked so threatening that Capt. Bell
was very unwilling to remain longer.  We had much difficulty
in getting into the boat, owing to the increasing swell, and
after arriving on board ship were obliged to take leave of the
people and put to sea without loss of time. Before long it was
blowing a gale of wind from the south-east, and the weather con-
tinued so bad for five weeks that no boat could possibly have
landed ; so I was obliged to content myself with what I had
already scen, and leave a more thorough examination of the
group to some future observer.

II1.—On some New Species of New-Zealand Birds.
By Warrer Burrer, F.L.S., C.M.Z.8., &ec.

Fam. CERTHIID AE.

1. XENICUS HAASTI, Sp. nov.

Upper surface pale olivaceous-brown, darkest on the crown;
tinged on the back and on the outer margin of the quills with
olivaceous-green ; wing-coverts black, forming a conspicuous
triangular spot ; under parts pale fulvous; bill and feet dark
brown ; irides yellow.

Length 35 in.; wing from flexure 2 ; tail *75; tarsus 1;
middle toe and claw 1; hind toe and claw 1; bill, along the
ridge *375, along the edge of lower mandible ‘625.

In structure this species approaches X. longipes ; but the claw
of the hind toe is more strongly developed, exceeding the toe in
length. It is an inhabitant of the Alpine heights of the South
Island; and I have named it in honour of its discoverer,
Dr. Julius Haast, F.R.S., who forwarded me specimens for
examination.

Dr. Hector found it frequenting the stunted vegetation grow-
ing among the loose mountain débris in the interior of the Otago
Province; and Mr. Buchanan, the artist to the Geological Sur-
vey, met with it on the Black Peak, at an elcvation of 8000
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feet. There, where the vegetation is reduced to a height of
only a few inches, it was constantly to be seen, fluttering over
the loose rocks, or upon the ground, in its assiduous search for
minute insects and their larvee. Dr. Iaast has favoured me
with the following interesting notes on its habits :— It lives
exclusively amongst the large taluses of débris high on the
mountain-sides. Instead of flying away when frightened, or
when stones are thrown at it, or even when shot at, it hides
itself among the angular débris of which these large taluses are
composed. We tried several times in vain to catch one alive by
surrounding it and removing these blocks. It reminded me
strongly of the habits and movements of the lizards which live
in the same regions and in similar localities.”

Fam. LUSCINIID ZE.

2. SPHEN®ACUS RUFESCENS, Sp. NOV.

Upper parts, sides, and tail dark rufous-brown, brightest on
the crown and hind neck; the feathers of the shoulders and
sides centred with black. Quills dusky-black, margined with
rufous-brown. Streak over the eye, throat, breast, and abdo-
men pale fawn-colour; sides of the head and ear-coverts
marked with black, Bill light brown, with the ridge black ;
feet dark brown.

Length 725 in.; expanse 7; wing from flexure 25 ; tail
4-25 ; tarsus 1; middle toe and claw *875; hind toe and claw
75 ; bill, along the ridge 5, along the edge of the lower man-
dible *625.

This species is larger than S. punctatus, more strongly built,
and of handsomer plumage. The specimen from which the
description is taken was forwarded to me by Mr. Charles Traill,
a gentleman greatly devoted to conchology. He obtained it on
a small rocky isle, a satellite of Chatham Island, during an ex-
pedition there in pursuit of his favourite science, but was unable
to give me any information respecting its habits or economy,
though he stated that he observed it flitting about among the
grass and stunted vegetation, and succeeded in knocking it
over with a stone,
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Fam. TURDID.L.

8. TurRNAGRA HECTORI¥, sp. nov.

Upper surface olivaceous-brown ; tail and coverts bright
rufous, with an olivaceous tinge on the two widdle rectrices ;
throat pure white; breast and abdomen ashy-grey, darkest on
the former; abdomen and under tail-coverts tinged with yel-
low ; sides olivaceous-brown, washed with yellow. Bill and
feet dark brown ; irides yellow.

Length 11 in.; wing from flexure 5:25 ; tail 5 ; tarsus 1'25;
middle toe and claw 1'25 ; hind toe and claw 1; bill, along
the ridge 875, along the edge of lower mandible, 1.

I have honoured this fine species with the name of my
esteemed friend Dr. James Hector, F.R.S., Director of Geolo-
gical Surveys, who has done much to advance the cause of scieuce
in New Zealand.

It differs from 7. crassirostris, not only in plumage, but in
its superior size and more strongly-developed bill. Its notes
also are far more varied and musical. Its range is confined to
the North, while 7. crassirostris is found only in the South
Island. They are, in fact, the representatives of each other in
the two islands, and furnish another example of a remarkable
law in the local distribution of the birds of New Zealand, many
of those inhabiting one island being represented by closely-
allied forms in the other, each, however, being specifically dis-
tinet. Cook’s Straits, a neck of sea only eighteen miles in
width, completely divides the range of one set of species from
that of the other.

~

Fam. PSITTACID A.

4. PLATYCERCUS ALPINUS, Sp. 1OV.

This Alpine form differs from its near ally, Platycercus
auriceps, both in size and in the tints of its plumage. Our
three species of Platycercus present a distinct gradation in size
and colouring. In P. pacificus the frontal spot, ear-coverts,
and thigh-spots are deep crimson, while the general plumage

* [May not this species be identical with that deseribed in 1865 by
Professor Schlegel (Nederl, Tijdschr. voor de Dierk, iii. p. 190) under the
name of Otagon tanagra ?—Ep.]
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is dark green. In the smaller species, P. auriceps, the frontal
band is erimson, and the vertex golden, while the general plu-
mage is a warm yellowish-green. In P. alpinus, which is
smaller again than the last-named species, the frontal band is
orange, and the vertex pale yellow, while there is an absence of
the yellow element in the plumage, which is of a cold pure
green, much paler on the under parts. The thigh-spots more-
over are much smaller than in P. auriceps, and are orpiment-
orange instead of crimson. On comparing the bills of the two
species the difference is very manifest, that of P. alpinus being
fully one-third less than that of P. auriceps.

Length 85 in.; wing from flexure 425 ; tail 4°5; tarsus
625 ; longest fore toc and claw 875 ; bill, following curvature
*5, along edge of lower mandible -25.

Dr. Haast, from whom I received several specimens of this
bird, met with it in the forests of the Southern Alps, at an ele-
vation of from 2000 to 2500 feet; and Mr, Travers sent me
for examination other cxamples obtained by him in the high
wooded country of the Nelson Province.

5. NIsToR OCCIDENTALIS, Sp. Nov.

Upper surface dark olivaceous-brown, tinged with yellow on
the wing-coverts, each feather margined with dusky-black;
feathers of the nape dull red, margined with yellow and black,
and forming a narrow nuchal collar; uropygium, tail-coverts,
and abdomen dark arterial-red, the feathers of the latter banded
with a brighter tint ; ear-coverts pale orpiment-orange ; feathers
projecting over the lower mandible tinged with red ; throat, neck,
and breast dark olivaceous-brown ; lining of wings and axillary
plumes bright scarlet, obscurely barred with black, and tipped
with golden-yellow ; quills and tail-feathers russet-brown, the
former toothed with yellow on their inner vane; bill and feet
dark olivaceous- gray.

Length 16°5 in. ; wing from flexure 10°5 5 tail 6; tarsus 1;
longest fore toe 2:25; longest hind toe 2°125; bill, following
curvature 2-25, along edge of lower mandible 1-5.

Apart {from the difference of plumage, this species is appre-
ciably smaller than the common one, while the bill is more
slender and has the upper mandible produced to a finer point.
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Dr. Hector discovered this bird in the densely wooded country
on the west coast of the South Island, and he genecrously gave
me the only two specimens which his collection contained.
These differ very slightly in the details of their colouring, and
there is scarcely any perceptible difference in their size.

Fam. SCOLOPACID/E.

6. GALLINAGO PUSILLA, Sp. NOV.

Upper surface dark rufous-brown, variegated with irregular
spots of fulvous and black. These markings are most conspi-
cuous on the back and scapulars, the feathers on these parts
being margined outwardly with pale fulvous, and marked with
a large subterminal spot of black. Under parts fulvous. Sides
of the head and breast with numerous spots of rufous brown,
of which there is also an irregular line from the base of the
upper mandible to the anterior edge of the eyes; sides and
flanks variegated with crescentic marks of rufous brown. Bill
greyish brown ; feet pale brown.

Length 8 inches; expanse 13 ; wing from flexure 4; tail
1-5; tarsus 75 ; middle toe and claw 1:125; hind toe and
claw *3125; bill, along the ridge 1'75, along the edge of lower
mandible 1-5.

The example from which the description is taken was for-
warded to me by Mr. Charles Traill, with the following note :—
“ Found on a small rocky islet off Chatham Island.”

Fam. ANATID /E.

7. ANAS GRACILIS, Sp. nov.

Upper surface dusky-brown, with greenish reflections; the
feathers of the back and scapulars narrowly margined with ful-
vous-white ; the outer portion of the upper wing-coverts pure
white, forming a conspicuous bar across the wing ; the secon-
daries velvety black, narrowly tipped with fulvous, and a spe-
culum of shining green occupying the outer vane of the three
middle ones. Crown and nape blackish-brown, minutely marked
with fulvous-white ; throat, fore neck, and sides of the head ful-
vous white, the latter marked with sagittate spots of brown.
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Under parts light fulvous-brown, with obscure spots of a darker
shade, especially on the breast and sides, each feather baving a
broad central mark of blackish-brown. Throat and abdomen
more or less tinged with bright ferruginous. Bill dark brown ;
outer portion of the lower mandible yellow. Feet pale brown.

d Length 17 inches; expanse 25'5; wing from flexure 8;
tail 4; tarsus 1'25 ; middle toe and claw 1:75; bill, along the
ridge 1-5, along the edge of lower mandible 1:75.

Q Length 15°5 inches; expanse 23'5; wing from flexure
7'5; tail 3°5.

As will be apparent from the above measurements, the female
is somewhat smaller than the male. The general tints of the
plumage ave paler; but in other respects the sexes are precisely
alike.

The form of this Duck is remarkably slender and graceful, the
contour of the body being almost as elongate as that of a
Gannet. On dissection I found the skin very tender, and the
flesh extremely delicate, with fat of a hright yellow colour.

I obtained my first specimens (male and female) in the Orona
Stream, near its junction with the Manawatu River, in the Pro-
vince of Wellington. I observed that on being disturbed from
the marsh, where they were apparcently feeding, they rose high
in the air, and came down suddenly into the creek with a rapid,
oblique, and rather awkward flight. On the water they kept
near to each other, and I killed both at one shot. I afterwards
saw a pair on the wing, in one of the freshwater lagoons of the
Upper Manawatu, the white bar being very conspicuous ; and
more recently I obtained a fresh specimen from Hawke’s-Bay
Province*. The species is evidently rare.

* P.S. Oct. 3, 1868.—Referring to this species I have recently received
the following interesting note from Dr. Haast :—*“ In a collection of Au-
stralian skins just arrived from South Australia, and collected by Mr. A.
Fuller, there is a specimen of your duas gracilis. I looked at once in
¢ Grould,” but could not find any mention of it; consequently this bird, so
far as Australia also is concerned, is new to science. I compared the
skins very carefully, and there is not the slightest difference; in fact it
is almost impossible to say which is which. You can state this fact upon
my authority.”
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Fam. LARID.E.

8. BRUCHIGAVIA MELANORHYNCHA, Sp. 1OV,

Pure white; back and upper surface of wings delicate ash-
grey. First four primaries white, variegated with black, the
first primary narrowly margined on its outer and marked dia-
gonally on its inner vane; on the next the black increases, and
forms a broad subterminal bar, which is enlarged on the two
next, and decreases on the two succceding ones, all being tipped
with white. The fifth quill, which 1s ashy, has merely a sub-
terminal interrupted bar of black. Bill black; feet blackish-
brown.

Length 14 inches; wing from flexure 11:5; tail 5 ; tarsus
1-5; middle toe and claw 1:75 ; bill, along the ridge 1'5, along
the edge of lower mandible 1:75.

This bird may be readily distinguished from B. scopulina
by its black bill and dark feet, those parts being blood-red
in the other—and, on ncar inspection, by the different cha-
racter of the markings on the primaries. All my specimens
were obtained in the South Island.

‘Wanganui, New Zealand,

June 10, 1868,

IV.—Notes on Birds observed near Nynee Tal and Almorah, from
April to June 1868. By W. E. Brooks, C.E.

2%, Orocyps carLvus. I frequently noticed this Vulture
both at Nynee Tal and Almorah. Other Vultures were seen by
me, but I could not be sure of the species. As far as I could
determine without shooting them, they were Gyps fulvus, G.
indicus, and G. bengalensis, the latter being the most numerous.

6. NEoPHRON PERCNOPTERUS. Abundant, especially at Al-
morah ; even at elevations up to 9000 feet the bird is frequently
seen. I shot one or two which did not in any way differ from
those of the plains.

The slight differences between the African bird and the Indian

* The numbers prefixed to the names of the species noticed correspond
with those used in Dr. Jerdon’s ¢ Birds of India’.



